COUNCIL MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 8, 2020
REGULAR SESSION

Charles City city council met in regular session on September 8, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. remotely
via Zoom.com. Mayor Dean Andrews presided and the following council members were
present: Keith Starr (joined at 6:05), Jerry Joerger, DeLaine Freeseman, Phoebe Pittman and
Phillip Knighten. Also present were city administrator Steve Diers, city engineer John Fallis
and city attorney Brad Sloter.
Citizen comments - none.
Mayor Andrews welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Motion by Freeseman, second Joerger to approve the agenda. Ayes - 4
Motion by Joerger, second Pittman to approve the minutes of August 12, 17 and 24 meetings.
Ayes - 4
Motion by Joerger, second Pittman to approve the consent calendar. Ayes - 4. Consent
calendar consisted of the following: approve St. Charles Brewery Class B beer license w /
Outdoor Service and Sunday Sales, approve Lucky Dragon Class C liquor license w / Sunday
Sales, approve Plaza Mexico Class C liquor license w / Sunday Sales, approve the following
liens for unpaid utility bills: $427.34Acct5021230002, $43. 74Acct5025220000,
$52.59Acct5010340002, approve the following bonds: sidewalk/driveway-David Bahe, Nathan
Wright, Do It All Services, Kent Hoeft Const and payment of claims (including those approved
by other boards):
Business of the Mayor - Mayor Andrews asked the council what their thoughts were on trick or
treating this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. After much discussion, it was decided that
we would not do city sanctioned trick or treating this year. Keith Starr joined the meeting at
6:05. Mark Wicks commented that the Spook Walk committee is trying to find a safe way to
hold that event this year and it could possibly be cancelled as well if no safe alternative is
found.
A request has been received from the Lions Club to hold a drive thru pancake breakfast on
September 13 in Central Park. They are requesting that Blunt Street between Main and N.
Jackson be closed from 6:00 a.m to 2:00 p.m. The change in this event is due to COVID-19 and
the members will all be wearing masks and gloves. They will have two lanes of serving on
Blunt Street and will be serving from 9:00 to noon. They have talked to the police department
about their plans and they are okay with it. Motion by Pittman, second Joerger to approve the
request. Ayes - Starr, Joerger, Pittman, Knighten. Freeseman abstained.
A facade application has been received from North Main Car Wash in the amount of $4,187.85.
They are removing and replacing the shake siding on their building. Council member Joerger
introduced Resolution 152-20 entitled, "RESOLUTION APPROVING FUNDING FOR A PROJECT
AT 803 NORTH MAIN SUBMITTED TO THE CITY OF CHARLES CITY FACADE PROGRAM" and
moved for adoption. Second to adopt Freeseman. Resolution duly passed on roll call vote as
follows: Ayes - Starr, Joerger, Freeseman, Pittman, Knighten. Nays - none.
City engineer Fallis has prepared temporary and permanent easements needed for the 2020
drainage project. There are a total of 9 easements needed from the following properties: Comet
Bowl, O'Reilly Auto Parts, Cory and Mavis LaBounty, Ronald and Judith Bormann, Bruce and
Robbin Severin and Rasmussen/Hall property. The temporary easements will end when the

project is accepted by the city. Council member Joerger introduced Resolution 153-20 entitled,
"RESOLUTION APPROVING PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENTS
FOR THE 2020 DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, CHARLES CITY, IOWA" and moved for
adoption. Second to adopt Pittman. Resolution duly passed on roll call vote as follows: Ayes Starr, Joerger, Freeseman, Pittman, Knighten. Nays - none
We need to revise our SRF loan paperwork to add additional costs due to removal of buried
trash from the old city dump and bringing in additional clay material. We will be increasing
the loan by $405,000 to cover these and any other unforeseen expenses that may arise. To do
this loan increase, we lowered our expenses to keep our payment plan intact. If we didn't
decrease our expenses, we would have to raise sewer rates. We will not do the planned sewer
lining and manhole projects for this year to keep from increasing the sewer rates. Council
agreed with this strategy. Council member Freeseman introduced Resolution 154-20 entitled,
"A RESOLUTION APPROVING SUBMITTAL OF A REVISED SRF LOAN APPLICATION" and
moved for adoption. Second to adopt Joerger. Resolution duly passed on roll call vote as
follows: Ayes - Starr, Joerger, Freeseman, Pittman, Knighten. Nays - none.
Council member Joerger introduced Resolution 155-20 entitled, "RESOLUTION TO FIX A DATE
FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO A SEWER REVENUELOAN AND
DISBURSEMENT AGREEMENT AND TO BORROW MONEY THEREUNDER IN A PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $14,575,000" and moved for adoption. Second to adopt
Freeseman. Resolution duly passed on roll call vote as follows: Ayes - Starr, Joerger,
Freeseman, Pittman, Knighten. Nays - none
The state of Iowa has a fund that is designated for COVID relief for cities and counties. Each
entity has a maximum amount of funding they can receive. A resolution needs to be passed by
the council to authorize the application for this funding. Our request will be for 25% of the
public safety employees wages. Council member Joerger introduced Resolution 156-20
entitled, "RESOLUTION REQUESTING REIMBURSEMENT FROM THE IOWA COVID-19
GOVERNMENTAL RELIEF FUND" and moved for adoption. Second to adopt Pittman.
Resolution duly passed on roll call vote as follows: Ayes - Starr, Joerger, Freeseman, Pittman,
Knighten. Nays - none.
The Charles City Telecommunications board of trustees is requesting an additional loan from
the city of $200,000 due to a delay in securing the necessary financing for the fiber project.
They are coming close to the one million total loan already received. The board will be hiring a
CPA firm to review the business plan to be sure the information is still valid and will then
proceed with the financing. They hope to receive the funds in November and the city will be
reimbursed at that time. City administrator Diers stated that this loan will be 100% revenue
and that no tax dollars will be used to repay it. Council member Freeseman, who is the council
liaison to the telecom board, commented that he is hopeful the bonds get placed and feels
positive about this project. Council member Joerger introduced Resolution 158-20 entitled,
"RESOLUTION APPROVING LOAN TO CHARLES CITY MUNICIPAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS
UTILITY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $200,000" and moved for adoption. Second to
adopt Freeseman. Resolution duly passed on roll call vote as follows: Ayes - Starr, Joerger,
Freeseman, Pittman, Knighten. Nays - none.
The planned unit development known as Parkside Development has a new developer who is
interested in finishing out this project. Crown Point Builders would like to complete this
development and has asked the city to help facilitate this. The city is being asked to pay
$17,500 for each lot, which covers the infrastructure costs incurred to date by the previous
developer. Since this is a housing TIF, it allows for reimbursement of infrastructure costs only.
Crown Point Builders is asking for a letter of intent from the city so that they can proceed with
construction right away. The proposed development agreement will spell out how many lots
are constructed at a time. When Parkside sells lots to Crown Point, that is when the city will
pay $17,500 per lot. This TIF will be set up for 11 years plus a 5 year extension. City

administrator Diers doesn't think that a minimum assessment agreement is necessary and
may make it more difficult when it comes time to sell the homes. They will have 240 days to
build. There was previous discussion on the number of rental units that will be built, so there
is a limit of 50% rentals in the agreement. Each housing unit will have a safe room made out of
fortified materials and built to our code. Council member Joerger introduced Resolution 15820 entitled, "RESOLUTION EXPRESSING INTENT TO ENTER INTO A DEVELOPMENT
AGREEMENT AND TO PROVIDE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT TO THE PARKSIDE
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT" and moved for adoption. Second to adopt Pittman.
Resolution duly passed on roll call vote as follows: Ayes - Starr, Joerger, Freeseman, Pittman,
Knighten. Nays - none. Diers will get an updated resolution signed and sent.
A local group has been active in raising funds to move the historic train depot to escape
demolition. The railroad has given this group until September 30 to raise the funds to move it
one and half blocks south. The plan is to turn it into a train museum/trail head for the bike
trail. It is estimated that it will take $350,000 to move it and place it on a new foundation. So
far they have raised $170,000. It was asked what is the cost to just move the depot to save it
from being demolished and reply was about $200,000. If the city can show their support for
the project, it is hoped it will encourage others to donate. This resolution of support won't
commit any funding to the project. The committee thinks that if the city would connect the
trail to this proposed museum, the public restrooms located there would be very beneficial
since currently the only public restrooms available on the trail are at city hall. Bob Moen, who
owns the property where the depot will be located, commented that he would allow a portion of
his property to be used to connect the bike trail. Council member Freeseman introduced
Resolution 159-20 entitled, "CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR SAVING
HISTORIC CHARLES CITY DEPOT" and moved for adoption. Second to adopt Pittman.
Resolution duly passed on roll call vote as follows: Ayes - Starr, Joerger, Freeseman, Pittman,
Knighten. Nays - none
A subdivision outside the city limits but within two miles is being sought and by law, the city
must approve the waiving of their subdivision requirements in order for this subdivision to be
allowed. Planning and zoning has met to review this request and they are recommending that
the council approve waiving our subdivision requirements. This parcel is located on Old
Highway Road and it will be divided in two. A new house will be built on one of the parcels and
the county will be requiring compliance with their subdivision ordinance. No public
improvements, such as a street, will be required. The property owner has requested that the
county expedite the approval of this subdivision so that is why this item is before the council
tonight for action rather than coming to a planning session first. Council member Joerger
expressed concern over hurrying this process, would like more time to consider it. Council
member Starr introduced Resolution 160-20 entitled, "RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PLAT
OF PARCEL G AND PARCEL HAT 2168 OLD HIGHWAY ROAD, FLOYD COUNTY, IOWA,
WAIVING FURTHER SUBDIVISION REQUIREMENTS AND DIRECTING APPROVAL" and moved
for adoption. Second to adopt Pittman. Resolution duly passed on roll call vote as follows:
Ayes - Starr, Joerger, Freeseman, Pittman, Knighten. Nays - none.
City attorney Sloter commented that with recent changes to state law, we will need to amend
our city code pertaining to misdemeanors and this will be discussed at the next planning
session.
City clerk O'Donnell reported that the next meeting will be a planning session on September 16
at 6:00. She also reminded council that anyone interested in registering for the League of
Cities virtual annual conference should let her know and she will get them signed up.
City administrator Diers reported that staff is working on combining several smaller projects
we've had trouble getting bids for and going out for one project. Those projects are 401 N.
Main windows, remodel of fire station for ambulance office space and bathroom at the arts

center. The WRRF project is moving along with the work stoppage issue still being discussed
between Fox Engineering and Portzen Construction. We are still working on finalizing the
leachate agreement with FMC Landfill. If necessary, we could always do a short term
agreement with them until metals level is finalized. They have started painting the water
tower. Trees Forever has trails division which could help with trees on trail projects, such as
the extending of the trail to the proposed depot museum and other trail improvements. Diers
will be speaking at a MidAmerica Energy webinar on broadband soon. Discussions have been
happening with the school and TLC on finding new space for them. After a tour of the
clubhouse at Wildwood, it has been decided to hold off on the siding project scheduled due to
some other issues that have come to light. November 9 has been tentatively set for the council
goal setting session and council needs to let Steve know if that date works for them. He thinks
we can use the council chambers and still be able to stay 6' apart for COVID protocol.
Council member Freeseman expressed thanks to wastewater superintendent Dan Rimrod for
speaking to the Lions group recently about the WRRF project. Mayor Andrews has been in
discussions with the school and the YMCA concerning a joint pool facility. One issue is that
the Y prefers an indoor pool and the city prefers an outdoor pool.
Motion by Freeseman, second Starr to adjourn. Ayes - 5

Dean Andrews, Mayor
Attest:
Trudy O'Donnell, City Clerk

