Council/Staff Planning Session
Council Chambers, City Hall

1. Meeting Date And Time
1.I. September 24, 2018 6:00 P.m.
2. Call To Order
3. Mayor's Comments
4. Waiver Requests For Off Street Loading And Parking Requirements For 1906 Gilbert And
1307 Main Street
Documents:
AIS 2018 MILLS INC AND MID AMERICAN ENERGY WIND OPS PARKING
WAIVER COUNCIL PLANNING SESSION.PDF
5. Purchase Pickup For Housing Department
Documents:
AIS-PICK UP.PDF
6. City Administrator Report
7. Adjourn

MEETING DATE: 9/24/18
ITEM: 4
________________________________________________________________

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY
Subject:

Requests by Mills, LLC (1906 Gilbert Street) and

MidAmerican Energy Company (1307 South Main Street) to waive
certain off-street parking requirements as stipulated in Section
XXII of the City’s Zoning Ordinance
__________________________________________________________________
Background Summary:
Kelvin Keifer, owner of Mills, Inc., has purchased the building at 1906
Gilbert Street to move his business from 312 North Main Street to the larger
location on Gilbert Street. This move will also enable Mr. Keifer to house
the plumbing business’ offices, showroom, vehicles, and warehouse in one
location. The building previously served as the worship center for New Life
Community Church. There is an existing gravel parking lot and driveways
from Gilbert Street. Mr. Keifer will pave parking areas next to the building
for customer and ADA accessible handicap parking and pave driveway
approach sections at Gilbert Street. Mr. Keifer is seeking a permanent
waiver from paving the driveways and the remaining gravel areas.
MidAmerican Energy Company has purchased the former Allied
Construction Company building at 1307 South Main Street. MidAmerican
Energy has remodeled the building to consist of offices and garage space.
The outdoor areas will provide for secure storage of wind turbine parts,
tools, and other supplies. There are small areas of concrete paving on the
site, but the majority of the area is comprised of rock surfacing. The south
driveway has a paved approach section, there is a small area of concrete
paving on the west side of the building, and the north driveway is paved for
a distance of approximately 230 feet. MidAmerican Energy Company is
seeking a permanent waiver from paving the remaining gravel areas.
On Monday, September 17th, the Planning and Zoning Commission met to
discuss both waiver requests. The Commission concurs with the requested
waivers except for the duration of the waiver. The Planning and Zoning
Commission has forwarded a recommendation to the City Council to accept
and approve the requests by Mills, Inc. and MidAmerican Energy Company
request to temporarily waive the parking requirements for a two year time
period.
The waiver requests will be discussed at the Planning Session on
September 24th, and the Council can then consider action on these items at
the October 1st City Council Meeting.
CITY OF CHARLES CITY

Attachment for Mills, Inc.
Paving Waiver Request
September 2018

CITY OF CHARLES CITY, IOWA
APPLICATION FOR WAIVER OF OFF-STREET LOADING
AND PARKING REQUIREMENTS
Section XXII, Charles City Zoning Ordinance
1. Identify each off-street loading and parking requirement from Section XXII of the Zoning
Ordinance for which waiver is sought. (Include schematic drawings of the development area to
assist in explaining your request.) See attached site plan

2. What alternative provisions or measures are proposed in lieu of the requirements for which
waiver is sought?
MidAmerican Energy would utilize the existing gravel parking lot that has always served this
facility.
3. Do you seek a permanent waiver or a temporary waiver of the above referenced requirements? If
the latter, by what date will the applicant comply with the zoning requirements and what
protections, if any, will be provided to the City to assure compliance by the given date?
MidAmerican Energy requests a permanent waiver. As this renovated building and parking was
existed before the time of this code enactment and therefore MidAmerican Energy requests this
facility be classified as “permitted non-conforming”? The owner didn’t add on to the building or
change the use of the facility.
4. Describe the special circumstances that justify a waiver.
This renovated building and parking has existed before the time of this code enactment and
therefore MidAmerican Energy requests this facility be classified as “permitted nonconforming”? The owner didn’t add on to the building or change the use of the facility. The only
thing that was done is a remodel of the existing office space and give the building a facelift. The
owner has already added evergreen plantings for screening as requested by the city and added
privacy slats on the fence. The state has also issued a “Certificate of No Further Action” for this
site due to the removal of an underground storage tank.
5. Explain why such a waiver is in the best interest of the general public.
Since there was an existing storage tank onsite it would be in the best interest of the public if this
ground wasn’t disturbed as not to create an additional hazard.
6. Other comments supporting your request.

_Brian Tenge_________________________________________
(Name of Applicant)

By ____________________________________________
Its ____________________________________________

MEETING DATE: 09/24/2018
ITEM: 5
_________________________________________________________________

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY
Subject: Purchase of Pick Up Truck for Housing Department
__________________________________________________________________
Recommendation: Approve Purchase of Pick Up from Karl Chevrolet.
__________________________________________________________________
Background Summary: Our Dodge pickup is becoming unreliable. It was
purchased in 2009 and while it has relatively few miles on it, there has been a lot of
wear and tear. For the past 9 years it has seen many hours plowing snow and the
multiple stops we make per day with it are also hard on the truck. We have had to
make several major repairs to it in the last few months. With our other new truck
recently purchased, we will be able to split the snow plowing between the two
vehicles and reduce the amount of wear and tear. In addition, this will cut the time
to plow the parking lots in half to allow us to get to the sidewalks faster. With the
purchase of another new truck, we shouldn’t need to purchase any additional
vehicles for the next eight to ten years.
We will be piggy backing onto the State Vehicle Contracts for the purchase of the
new truck. The truck being purchased is a 2019 Chevy Silverado, crew cab, 4WD
at a cost of $31,641.60 from Karl Chevrolet in Des Moines. We also contacted Mike
Molstead Motors to see if they could match the state pricing and they said that they
cannot come down on price enough to be competitive with the state contract pricing
on the type of vehicle that we need. The total price may change slightly depending
on delivery and licensing fees. We also plan to trade-in the Dodge pickup. They
will give us $12,389 for the pickup. After trade-in the cost will be $19,252.60. This
cost doesn’t include the cost of a new plow, which will be purchased separately.
The funding for the truck has been budgeted in the current year to cover the cost of
the truck in addition to a new plow. Karl Chevrolet has told us that since they are
ramping down production of the 2018 models and switching over to the 2019 it may
be a several months before they will have a truck available. If we can place the
order before the cutoff date, they might have it before winter.
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